
ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

December 2023 
 

 

St Teresa’s School Mission Statement  

We see the light of Jesus in the eyes of those we work, play and pray with every day. We give thanks to God 

for our wonderful family. Like St Teresa, we always try to do the little things well.  

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome to our December Newsletter.  It has been a very busy and successful term so far and we have much to 

celebrate. 

 

Attendance 

Our attendance for this academic year so far is 97.1%.  Thank you for all your support in getting the children to 

school on time ready for the day ahead. It is important for your child to be on time and prepared for their school day.  

Please see individual class attendance below.  

 

Class FMM 94.5% Class FMA 97.8% 

Class 1RC 95.8% Class 1KG 95.6% 

Class 2HB 97.1% Class 2IJ 98.1% 

Class 3SB 97.7% Class 3EB 97.1% 

Class 4YU 96.9% Class 4KM 
98.6%  

Class 5HK 97.9%     Class 5SM 96.8% 

Class 6KL 97.9% Class 6SD 97.6% 

 

Catholic Life in School 

As we begin Advent, we are reminded to wait patiently for things in our lives. We will share our 

Advent Retreat Day on Thursday 7th December, with a focus on the Bishop's theme of 'Encounter'. 

We will start this day with our Advent Mass in school at 9.30am, led by the Year 5 and 6 

Chaplaincy Team. All welcome. 

 

 

Jesse Tree – every day during Advent, the children will gather around their Advent wreath and listen to a story from 

the Old Testament. Throughout December, the stories will build and their Jesse Tree will be decorated with symbols 

to remind them of these special stories and the message we can take from them. 

 

Travelling Crib – each night a different child from each class will take home their class’ 

travelling crib. Please engage in this activity with them and discuss the true meaning of 

Christmas. They may write a prayer in the book and read the Advent prayer with you. 

Please return the Travelling Crib to school the next day. 

 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Thank you to everyone who donated a box of cereal for our ‘Cereal Box Domino Rally’. This was a huge success and 

pupils and staff enjoyed this activity, which launched the start of our Reverse Advent Calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

During Advent, instead of taking something from a calendar each day, we would like the children to bring a packaged 

food item to add to their class advent calendar. This needs to be non-perishable food (not fresh), items like pasta, jars, 

tins, rice, tea, coffee and sugar. This will then be donated to the food bank at St Margaret’s Church in Aspley. This has 

always been a very successful event for our school and greatly appreciated by the food bank. Please encourage the 

children to think about how we are giving to others during this special time of year. 

 

Sponsor a Lantern  

Our ‘sponsor a lantern’ event was so well received in our community in previous years that we would like to share this 

opportunity again to remember those who have passed away or for your own prayer intention. We will set up a focus 

tree outside the school and add lanterns to this to share the light of Jesus in our school community. If you would like 

to sponsor a lantern and pray for someone in particular, please return the sponsorship form attached to this letter, with 

your chosen donation in an envelope. Alternatively, you can donate through the Arbor Parent App. All money raised 

will be donated to Mission Together. 

 

New Year Mass 

We will celebrate our first Mass of the Year in St Teresa’s school hall on Friday 12th January 2024 at 9.30am. This 

will be led by our Year 2 children. All welcome. 

 

Jubilee Year 2025 

In 2025, Pope Francis has dedicated the year as the Jubilee Year. In preparation for this, we 

will spend the next two years deepening and developing our response to this.  

From Advent 2023, there will be a whole year of Encounter in 2024, to tie-in with the Year 

of Preparation focusing on Prayer in its many forms. 

 

The Jubilee Year 2025 will be a whole year of Discipleship, looking at some of the themes 

of the Year including care for creation, food poverty, modern slavery, cancelling debt, 

forgiveness, and rest & worship. The following year will look at Missionary Discipleship, as 

a thanksgiving for the Jubilee, and a response-in-action to the blessing and graces received during the Jubilee: we will 

be encouraged afresh to be those Missionary Disciples which is God’s gift to us at our baptism. 

 

Theses of Encounter, Discipleship, Missionary Discipleship Each focus is one of Bishop Patrick’s spiritual themes 

which we have focussed on each term in school. Each theme will now become a focus for a whole year leading up to 

the Jubilee Year, 2025. 

 

Parish Links 

World Youth Sunday Mass 

Some of our pupils at St Teresa’s were chosen to become parish ambassadors. These 

children will represent our school in parish events and wider celebrations with our 

church community. On World Youth Sunday, our parish ambassadors attended Mass 

at St Teresa’s church and wore their school uniform to show their special role. The 

children led the readings, prayer and offertory and did a fantastic job our bringing our 

Parish family together.  

 

Parish Amalgamation mass 

Our parish ambassadors completed their second mission at the Parish Amalgamation Celebration Mass. This was to 

welcome the parishes of St Teresa’s, St Hugh of Lincoln and St Thomas Moore to become the Parish of All Saints. 

This was a wonderful celebration led by Bishop Patrick. We were very proud of our pupils and how reverent and 

respectful they are in carrying out their special role. 

 

BBC Children in Need 

Thank you from Pudsey Bear – we raised an amazing £360.74 for Children in Need from our non-

uniform day and our Pudsey coin fills.  Well done, thank you for your support with this fundraising 

event. 

 

Nottingham Schools' Singing Programme 

On Monday 4th December our Year 3 and 4 children performed at the Christmas Carol Service held in the 

Cathedral.  This was a wonderful evening; Bishop Patrick led us in prayer, the children sang their ensemble and solo 

pieces beautifully and we heard the nativity story read from the Bible.  Thank you to all the staff, pupils and parents 

who helped the children prepare for this fantastic event.  We look forward to working with Mr Treloar again in the 

new year. 

 

 



Briars Retreat – Year 6 

During the Year 6 residential trip to the Briars, the children focused on the virtues and values of: attentiveness, 

resilience, trustworthiness, service, self-control and being discerning. Working together they got the opportunity to 

live out these virtues and values, with the support of their accountability partner. The children were brilliant and a 

credit to the school.  

 

Christmas Assemblies  

Year 1 Tuesday 19th December 9.15am 

Year 2 Thursday 14th December 9.15am 

Year 3 Tuesday 12th December 9.15am 

Year 4 Friday 15th December 9.15am 

Year 5 Wednesday 20th December 9.15am 

Foundation Wednesday 13th December 9.15am 

 

All of the Christmas assemblies will start at 9.15am and take place in the school 

hall. Refreshments will be served beforehand from 9.00am and the PTA will be 

selling Christmas crafts – so please remember to bring some cash to purchase these 

gifts. All welcome. 

 

Pantomime Visit 

To thank the children for all their hard work and enthusiasm we are treating them to a visit to the Pantomime.  

EYFS and Year 1 will be visiting Lakeside on Wednesday 20th December to see ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’. Pupils in 

Years 2 to 6 will be visiting Derby Live on Friday 8th December to watch ‘Mother Goose’.  

 

The school will be covering the cost of the pantomime tickets and the PTA have kindly offered to cover the cost of the 

transport, which is £2,000. 

 

On Friday 8th December the School gates will be open at 8.40am and the buses will leave promptly at 9.00am. Please 

note if your child is late they will miss the trip.  

 

 



Upcoming Events  

Pupils who are part of our dance group from Year 3, Year 5 and Year 6 will be performing in a dance show on 

Monday 18th December at 2.15pm in the school hall. All welcome. 

 

Year 3 and Year 4 will be performing in our Recorder Concert on Wednesday 20th December at 10.45am in the school 

hall. All welcome. 

 

Parent Maths Workshops 

Our class teachers will be holding Maths Workshops for Parents and Carers to help support your child’s learning at 

home. These will be delivered in school; the dates and times are given below.   

 

Monday 15th January Foundation  2.30pm  Tuesday 16th January  Year 1   2.30pm 

Wednesday 17th January  Year 2          2.30pm Thursday 18th January Year 3   2.30pm 

Friday 19th January  Year 4          2.30pm Monday 22nd January  Year 5   2.30pm 

Tuesday 23rd January  Year 6          2.30pm   

 

Year 6 Parents SAT’s meeting 

A SAT’s meeting will be held for parents on Tuesday 30th January at 3.20pm in the school hall. Staff will share 

information about preparing for SAT’s, what we are doing in school, what you can do to help at home and run through 

the structure of SAT’s week, Monday 13th May 2024 - Thursday 16th May 2024.  

 

Admission to Infant/Primary Education - September 2024 

For those who have children due to start Foundation class in September 2024, please be reminded that the closing date 

for applications is 15th January. Please complete your application on-line via the Nottingham City Council’s website. 

Ensure you submit the Supplementary Form and a copy of your child’s Baptism certificate directly to the school 

before the 15th January 2024. 

 

Winter Weather 

As the weather gets colder please ensure your child has a suitable winter coat, scarf, gloves, etc as learning takes place 

inside and outside.  All children should now be wearing their winter uniforms. May I remind you that all uniform 

should be clearly marked with your child’s name. If your child wears boots to walk to school they must bring school 

shoes to change into. 

 

Should we need to close the school in the event of bad weather, please listen to local radio where timely updates will 

be given. www.bbc.co.uk/radionottingham 

 

Messages will also be sent through the Arbor app. 

 

Early Closure on Friday 22nd December 

Due to the last day of term being so late this year, school will close at 12.30pm on Friday 22nd December, after lunch.  

All children will need to be collected promptly at this time following the usual end of day dismissal procedures.  

 

School will re-open on Monday 8th January 2024. 

 

Finally   

As we come to the end of term it is important to reflect upon the hard work and effort that has 

taken place this academic year. I would like to thank all children, staff and parents for your 

continued support in making St. Teresa’s the wonderful school it is!   

On behalf of all the Staff and Governors, we wish all our parents and children a wonderful 

Christmas break; we hope you have a peaceful and happy Christmas that truly celebrates the birth 

of Christ.    

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

A. Glynne-Jones (Mrs) 

Headteacher 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radionottingham

